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I	 discuss	 the	 methodology	 of	 comparative	 research	 in	 linguistics	 and	 in	
neighbouring	 disciplines	 such	 as	 anthropology	 and	 biology.	 In	 addition	
to	considerable	overlap,	there	are	concepts,	practices	and	insights	that	have	
limited	 currency	 in	 linguistics	 but	whose	 adoption	 or	 adaptation	may	 be	
advantageous,	both	for	traditional	linguistic	typological	research	and	in	the	
context	of	newer,	emerging	linguistic	methods.	


